100                            Citrus Fruits
Training the Young Tree
!                      In order to insure a perfectly straight trunk the young
|                   trees are trained to stakes.   The stakes may be set soon
;                   after the buds have started growth.   The stakes used in
California are ordinary building laths.   They are driven
into the ground close by the stock on the side next the
!                   scion.   As the young shoot grows it is tied to the stake
f                   with soft raffia.   A tie is made every three inches, the
raffia being drawn up snugly under a leaf. The rough
unfinished surface of the lath is an advantage, as it pr&-
vents the raffia from slipping down. Careful attention
to tying is necessary in order to secure straight trunks.
While going over the trees for tying it is also necessary
to remove any side branches which may put out, as well
as the numerous suckers which arise from below the bud.
These sprouts should be rubbed off with the thumb while
^                   still very young, and this necessitates going over the trees
every three or four weeks during the first summer.
, |                      Nursery trees should be allowed to grow three feet tall
|                   and then headed back to 27 or 30 inches.   This will insure
ij                   the main branches being set upon stronger wood than if
|                   the terminal bud was pinched as soon as it reached the
f                   desired height.   Branches which are to be the framework
i                   of the future tree are encouraged to put out on all sides
and distributed over the upper twelve inches. Prom
three to six main branches are sufficient. The old custom
was to allow the framework branches to arise from
near the same point. Experience has shown that such
branches split down badly and require much bolting when
the trees grow old. This is being abandoned, especially